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THE CROTON JUBILEE.

" The celebration of this day will long be remem-
pered as second in importance, and in the splendor
and rejoicing by which it was marked, orly to that
which heralded the union of the waters of Lake
Erie to those of the Atlantic by the great Erie Ca-

pal in 1824. The magnitude of the work, the
which it has been 50 suc-

"
“

IBUNE.

monicipel enterprise by
cessfully achieved, and the importance of the ob-
ject it propeses to secure, alike commend the con-
struction of ¢he Croton Aqueduct to the gratitude
of every clss of our citizens. Its benefita will
reach every inhabitant of the city. The poor, by
45 means, have brought to their doors, to be en-
joyed without price, the pure water of a beautiful
river, sufficient for health, cleanlineas and all do-

mestic uses.  The rich will have better water to

drink than they have ever been able to procure be-

fore, and the additional luxury of baths, fountains,
&c. The streets of a crowded metrepolis may be
kept clean, free from dust aud all foul impurities.
_which have heretolore tainted the atmosphere and
rendered it most unwholesome.  All classes have
cause to rejoice at the completion of this great
work ; and all seemed in reality to feel their obli-
g};iom, for they poured forth en masse to shere in
the rejoicirgs of the day. Since the Funeral Pro-
cession in honor of President HarRisox, no pub-
Jic display has taken place which will at all com-
pare with that which has just closed. The whole
city was alive with rejoicing and hilarity, and
thousands of strangers from every part of this and
the neighboring States were present to witness the
magnificent ceremonies of the day. The particu-
lars of the celebration we give below. The Ad-
dress of SAMUEL STEVENS, Esq., President of the
Board of Commissioners, on delivering over to
the Mayor and Common Council of the city the
great work just brought to so successful comple-
tion, will strike the attention of all. Itis espe-
cislly valuable for the detailed history it gives of
previous attempts to furnish the city with water
and the fullness of its details concerning the Cro-
ton Aqueduct. The Reply of Hon. Jonx L. Law-
RencE, though briefer than the other, is appropri-
ate and in excellent taste. We present full and

accurate Reports of boih these Speeches.

Before entering upon the detailed description

of the Doings of the Day, it may be well to speak of
THE TWQ FOUNTAINS.

The beautiful Foestaiy ix UN10N SQUARE,
was built by our enterprising and public spir-
ited fellow citizens, in the vicinity of the
Square, of whom Messrs. RuaGLEs, AusTIN and

Townsesp have been foremwost in carrying it to
completion. It has been constructed uader the
superintendence of Mr. James Rexwick, Jr., who
cheerfully volunteered his services. The basin of
this fountain is 60 feet in diameter, and about
three feot deep. The bottom, like that of the
other, i composed of thick concrete, and the
sides of bydraulic brick masonry, faced on the in-
side with blue stucco. A bank of greon turf is
lnid areund the bLasin sloping towards the centre,
which produces a most pleasing effect. The wa-
ter is conveyed to the fountain through a twelve
inch pipe, which is divided into five different
branches afier it enters the basin, from which the
water will be thrown in various jets—the most
beautiful of which will have the form of a wheat-
sheaf—similar to that in the Palais Royal of Pa-
ris. The water will be thrown to the hight of 60
feet.

Tue Founrtaix i1x TRE Park is still larger
than this, and is among the largest and most mag-
nifieent in the world. It has been erected at the
expense of the City, and was planned by Hora-
Tio ALLEN, Esq. Juis situated at the south end
cof the Park, directly opposite tha American Ho-
tel. The basin is & circle 100 feet in diameter,
aod the water will stand in it at a depth of three
feet six inches. The bottom is composed of con-
crete four inches thick, and the sides are of bhy-
draulic stone measuring two feet square; from the
top rises & beautifal bunk of turf about eighteen
inches high, which on the outside slopes gradually
to the ground. There is one large centre pipe,
with eighteen subordinate jets surronuding it ut &
distance of some 20 feet. These jets can be o
directed as to exhibit the Fountain in these seven
different forms: -

IV..THE FaN.

»

1.. THE Ma1D oF TiE B1sT,
11..'Tre CroTON PLUME, V..THe Bovguer,
11..'THE VasE, V1..THE DomeE.
V1I..81x, Foun or THREE INcH JET.

The fountain will hereafter be finished and ele-
gutly decorated with marble. When itis recol-
lected, however, that it has been wholly con-
structed in less than a month, cause will be found
for additional surprise at its present beauty.—
Thess fountains, with others which will doubtless
speedily be erected in other public grounds, will
give to New-York a preéminence in this respect
over all other citivs in the world.

'‘The Celebration.

: At aun-_riae. one hundred guns were fired, all
the bells in the city were rung and in less than’ an
hour all the strsets and public places began to Le
filled. The day promised to bw pleasant, the light
clouds preventing the too fierce force of the sum,
und u cool breeze gave freshness and purity to the
air. At 9 o'clock the various Military Companies
began to parade on the Battery, which by this time
began to be crowded by thousands of spectators.
In the centre of Bowliog Green a beautiful tem-
porary fountain had been prepared—constructed

- of shells and marblo images of the Graces, &c.
“trranged with great taste, and having eight jots
throwing small streams to a hight of some 20
feet. The various Societies, Fire Companies, &e.
&c. disposed themselves in cross streets—every
one of which, from the Battery to Canal street,
was densely filled. All the the Hotels and Pub-
lic. Buildings on Broadway were tastefully deco-
w with flags, wreaths and emblems of all

_ kinds, and arranged with great elegance and taste.

The balconies, windows, porticoes and roofs of all
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the stores, dwellings, &c. were filled,and thousends
upon thousands lined the great thoroughfares on
either side.

The Precession.

At precisely 10 o'clock, the great Procession
began to move. It marched up State-street
around Bowling Green, up Broadway to Unien
Park, around the Park and down the Bewery to
Grand-street, through Grand-street to East Broad-
way and Chatham-street te the Park. The Pro-
cession was arranged according to the Programme:

The Military Display was one of the most bril-
liant we have ever seemr. The Artillery Compa-
nies and the Light Guard. and many others, wore
dressed in the first style.

The Procession was two hours and fiftcen miz-

them with as reuch accuracy as the circumstances
of the case would allow. Our estimate of the
number is as follows:
The MIBIary s oot oos
Officials of thiz and other Cities. .. 1,000
Firemen ceesvoeessceaceeaaa...3,500
Temperance Societies-....--.... 1,560
Mechanics, Citizens, &c........-4,000
Miscellaneous......veveesvanea. 3,000
AL e ....m

Scattered through the extended line were flags.
emblems and mechanical instruments of all kinds.
The Engines of the Firemen were adorned with
wreaths, {lags, ribands, &c. &ec.

A litle boat some eight feet in length was
mounted upon wheels and in it were seated two
little girls and two boys, some seven or eight years
old, tastefully dressed and bearing flags. The
boat was inscribed
“ Tue SisTeRs or CroToN Lage.”

This followed a Machine for Tapping the Crozon
Water pipes.

In the midst of the Firemen was abody of Ex-
empt Firemen bearing oue of the most beautiful
banners in the Procession. It was borne upon a
carpeted car, drawn by four led white horses, and
bore the inscription—

New-York FIRE DEPARTMENT

Incorporated
March 20, 1798.

This was followed by a small model of an En-
gine borne by four persons, and ornamented in
most beautiful manner. Many of the Fire Com-
panies bore Temperance inscriptions on their ban-
ners and were londly cheered as they passed dif-
ferent points. One of the largest und most ele-
gant Engines we have ever seen was horne upon n
gieat car drawn by six white horses.

The New-Haven, Newark, Jersey City und other
Companies from abrond weresplendidly decorated
and added greatly to the beauty of the Procession.
The Ladders, drawn on wheels by the Ladder
Companies, were also tastefully ornamented.

One of the most interesting portions of the
Procession was the Crotesy I'iPE DErARTMENT,
consisting of some ten or dozen carriages, drawn
by six, feur and twe horses, and londed with Pipe
of all sizes. Upon two of these cars, which were
very large and woll fitted up, mechanics were at
work, hammering, soldering and performing all
branches which appertain to the art and mystery
of Pipe-Laying. The workmen were dressed in
uniform, and wore bands upon their hats marked

“ PIPE-LAYERS."”

At the head of the Typographical Socicty was a
most interasting relic, just browght from England
by Jaxss B. MurrAY, Esq. [t was the identical
Press on which Fzaskris there worked, Col.
Stoxg, the oldest representative of the Craft,
was comfortably seated in a lorge arm-chair,
and presided over the typographical performances
with due grace and dignity. Copies of the UpnE
of Gen. Mornts were worked off and distributed
through the crowd as the procession moved along

the street.

THE CROTON ODE;

Written at the request of the Corporationof the City of e
BY GEORGE F, MORRIS ESQ.

And Sung im front of the FPark Fountain.

by the Members of the New-York Saered Music Sociely
on the completion of The CGroton Aqueduct.

CELERRATED OCTORER X[V, MDCCCXLIL

GuosHing from this living fountain,
Musig pours a falling strain,

As the Goddess of the Mauntain
Comes with all her sparkling train.

From her grotto-springs advancing,
Glittering in her feathery spray,

Wooedland fays beside her dancing,
She pursues hor winding way.

Genily o'er the rippling water,
In her coral-shallop bright,
Glides the rock-king's dove-eyed danghter
Deck'din robes of virgin white.
Nymphs and Naiads, sweetly smiling,
Urge her bark with pexcly hand,
Merrily the sylph begriling
From the nooks of fairy land.

Swimming on the snow-curled hillow,
See the river-spirits fair,

Lay their cheeks, as on a pillow,
With the foam-beads in their bair.

Thus attended, hither wending,
Floats the lovely Oread now,

Eden's arch of promise bending
Over her translucent brow.

Hail the wanderer from a far-land !
.. Bind her flowing tresses up!
Crown her with a fadeless garland,
And with crystal brim the cup.
From her haunts of deep seclusion,
Let Intemp runce greet her too.
And the heat of bis delusion
Sprinkle with this mountain-dew.

Water leaps as if delighted, ;

While her conquered foes retire !
Pale Contagion flies afirighted

With the baffled demon, Fire !
Safety dwells in her dominione,

Health and Beauty with her move,
And entwine their circling pinions

In & sisterhood of love.

Water shouts a glad hosanna !
Bubbles up the Earth to bless!

Cheers it like the precious muana,
In the barren Wilderness.

Here we wondering gaze, assembled
Like the grateful Hebrew band,

When the hidden fountain trembled,

And obeyed the Prophet’s wand.

Reound the Aqueducts of story,
As the mists of Lethé throng,
Croton's waves, in all theic glory,
Troop in melody along.:
Ever sparkling, bright and single,
Will this rock-ribbed stream appear,
When Posterity shall mingle

Like the gathered Waters here.

ufes in passing Niblo's Garden, where we counted |

I'resently cama a cartiage withtbe ““Miller and '

his Men'"uponit. A little boy bestrode a hobby
ljorse with bis grist beneath him and some half
duzen men, with white clothes well floured sur-
rounded the mill. A miniature sicam engiue in
full play followed—pufling off steam and leaving
its trail of smoke.

Then came a large car fitted ap for all sorts of

(K18
iron mechanism, covered with men, hanimering
and werking with all theic might—while over thieir
hieads waved fags bearing inscriptions like these—

“Sirike while the rou 15 hat"—
¥ Practice makes Periect,’ &e. kc.

With the names of * Peray,”
and others celebrated in the annals of steam navi-
sation.

The DButchers were ocut in great force, with

white aprons and striped sleeves.  They had two

large cars covered with bleating sheep, calyes, and |

other animals=—with flags displayving the names ol
all the principal Marhets in the City, and the
stuffed skin of a tremendous ox.

The Gold and Silver Artisans hud appropriate
emblems, as lind all the Benevolent Sacieties.

The emblems of the Temperance Societies at-
tracted especial attention.  One lad carried a
white banner, with an upset decanter upen it and
this inscription,

“ RigHt Sms Up.”

A large car bore an old fashicned well-sweep—
with its bucket and a man drawing water very
vigorously and distributing to those on the cur with
L.

But we despair of presenting any adequate des-
cription of this great procession. It was one of
the largest and best arranged ever got up in this
City. Througheut theday =ll the great streets
were crowded to sutfocation, and it 1s no exageera-

tion to say that at least 200,000 people were spec- |

tators of the ceremonies.

All day bells were rung. balloons were sent into |

the air, trees were covervd with banners, flazs and
streamers waved from the Astor-House, Cily
Lall, Muscums, Tribupe Buldings, and other |u4};-
lic places, the roofs of which were coverad with
spectutora.

On arriving at the Park, SayveL STEVENS, 1isq.
President of the Bourd of Water Commissioners,
addressed the Mayor and Commen Council as
fullows, from a stand erected for that purpose:

Speech of Mr. Rtevens,

Mr. Mayor, ond Gentlemen of the Common Counenl =
In delivering over the Croton Water and the Works on

this Island, 1 Lave been requested by your Committer to |

make such remarks as e occnsion MRy SoErest

From the earliest perind of the history of our City the
attainment of pure and wholesome Water has heenasubject
of the highest interest

The Tea Water Pump, situated near the corner of Pear!
and Chatham-sireets, was, fora long perivd of time, the
rrand source of all dirinkable Water for the lower part of
the City.

The necessity of a greater and more copious supply for
the extinguishmest of fires, appears also (o have been early
admilted by eur whole community. Many of the present
ceneration recollect the long lines of both men and women
formed to pass pails and buckets from hand to hund oo the
eoldest ni=ht of Winter, with but afaint hope of staying the
conflagration of some neighbor’s dwelling.

In 1774 the Corporalion adopted the plan of CHRISTOrIER
CorLes, of making a Reservoir in Breadway belween

Pearl and White-streets, tosupply the City, and eontracted ]
for 6,000 feet of pitch-pice logs on a credit and issned tieir |

honds to Avcustus Yax CorRTraND and Jonx Jay 1o pay
for the same.  The Revolation stuyed this work.

In 1799, WiLLram WestoN, a Civil Engineer, was exi-
played by the Corporation to examine the Broonx sud ro-
ported that it would furnish a supply.

The first innovatien on ihe Pail and Buckel system ap-
pears to bave been made in 1731, when two Engines for
the extizguishment of tires weze imparted, by the Common

Couaneil, from Londan.

Tlis was g great stride in the 2rts, and the satisfaction |

SEvass,” “Wart” |

| Robert (€

with which the carclers of buckets looked upon this, the |
working ol th=se machings, was of the most astonishing kind. |

Tlese Fire Enzines, and others which were added to

tens, perforined the duty of extinguishing fires, heing sop |

plied from the rivers and {rom pumps, until 1793, when the
Maohattan Company was churtered, for the avowed pur-
pase of introducing * pure and whalesome water,” aml as
an additional inducement for the introduction of water,
banking priviieges were bestowed by ils charter. Tl
Company mainly setisficd itself by pumping water with a
e envine from uear the old Collect.

though they furnished not pure ard wholescme waier, have |

nevertheless, in cases of fire, been frequently highly beneti-
cial to the eity.

In 1823, the Sharon Canal Company was chartercd by the
State, and among its duties was that of supplying the Clty
of New-York with pure amd wholesome water. The work
was not undertaken, and its charter expired.

In 1825, another Company, called “ The New-Yark Water
Warks for the supply ol pure and wholesome Water,” wias
established, but it wis of shert existence and produced 1o
valgable results, except to proce that no ample supply of
good water cosld be feund on this island.

The Gorporation, in addition to the River, Manlattan and
Pump supply of water, found it necessary 1o erect pablic
cisterna; the-e were generally in the streets in front of
churches. This practice of building poblic cisterns con-
pnued ontil 1823; when the Commitier on the Fire Depart-
ment, consisting of Isane Brown, James Paliner, Samuel
Stevens, Benjamin M. Browa and P. W. Engs, reported in

favor of abolishing publie Cisterns and building a Tank or |

Heservoir in 18th strect.

Fifleen hundred dollars was appropriated 1o the Tauk, |
which was to be filied by horse power, and the Corporatoi |
on the 16th of March udopted the Report and agreed 10 lay |
, oue in Broadway and |
| Phe water enlers w gate-hoose where the quantity is re-

down two imnes of 12 inch Irun pipes
the otlier in the Bowery.

The Committee avowed their ohiect tobe to fll L
and those pipes, at uo distant dale, with water Lo
duced from Westchester-

The adoption of this report by
considered the commencement of
water into the City. The Report declared the subject two
important 1o be entrusted Lo any private company, alledg-
iog “ That such companies had been more occupied in
making money out of their banking privileges than iniro
ducing water into the City "'

The Tank in 15th-street was thal year tonsl.ruc!::d and
the two lines of pipes laid down. The plan soon found so
many friends, that the horse was exchanged [ora sieams
engine. >

From 1529 this small Tank
the city great saving und extinguisbed mauny B fire
which otherwise would Lave desiroyed much aqdiuanal
pioperty. And so highly has it been valped that a [ew years
since, and after the Croten Water Works was commenced,
ibe Corporation erected along pide of it, agviher Tank, and
each succeedimg year the Corporation contnned tolay dowu
pipes, until the line is now about 150 miles long. Two years
subeequent to the construction of the firt Tank, and ke
laying down of the first pipes, the Commiltes of the Board
of Aldermen, consisting of JAMES PaALMER, SAMUEL STE-
vexs and WiLL1aM ScoTT, again reported o the Common
Council *in relation to introducing into the City ol New-
York a supply of pure and wholesome water,” accompa-
pied with a Law asking power “ 1o ralse meney by loan to
execnte” said work. This passed in February, 1355 and
was the first report and draft of a Law to the Legisiatore,
underinking to introduce water, into this City from West-
chester. at the cost of the Corporation.  This Report, with=
ont deining the precise-source, recommended tbe river
Bronx as affording a sufficiest supply, and estimated the
cost at Two Millions of Dollars. ‘This plan liad the appro-
bation of that able Engineer, the late Benaamix WRIGHT,
who reported in its tavor, aud which if’ not the best, was
then considered the only one within the means of the Cow-
men Council to accom plish.

This bill or dralt of a Iaw, thoogk it passed the Corpora:
tion, was not enacted by the Legislatore. Itisdoe a3
valzable institution, the New-York Lyceom of Natoral His-
tory, o say, that their reportof 1831, showing that pure
water could not be obtained in a densely populated city,
and proving that our then population daily depasited ane
hundred toosof impare matter, (of a kind the best calculated
1o destroy the parity of the water,) had great influence Of
the City Courcils of that day.

hat Tank
he iniro-

this Corporation may be
the plan for introducing

Establishment has capsed

‘Thetr pipes, |

The Corporation, iu Decrmber, 1832, throagh their Com-
miltee on the Fire Department, consisting of James Palmer,
Charles Henry Hall, William Maudesille, George H. Bruce
Peter Tias and Deanis McCarty, recommended that Col.
| Be WITT CLiNTuN examine the Crolon River and other
{ sourcesin the wicinity.  In ‘Deceruber, 1832, Col. Clintan

made the ficst report to the Common Council, recommenid-

lirg the Croton as the seurce {rom which the supply shoald
| be taken. He abiy reviewed the plans of Dr. Joseph,
| Bru'.u! aiule 13 1791, Williaw Westow's, in 1739, of Can-
vites White, Judoe Wriztit, and others, and also reviewed
allthe projects for procuring waterby private corporutions,
without approbation ; apd e says that, * Lnow turn with
pleasare to tie deseripton ol a work that does the City and
it= projectors mach and deserved eredit. T aliude Lo the
City Resorvnlr, o Thineenth-street.” On the receipt of
Col. Climion™s Report, and on the recounmendation ot the
;|‘fn-\-" Canunitiee, the Corposation agzatn decideil w intro-
duee waler imo the City.

T February, 1555, thie Lezislatare pas-ed the [aw appoiit-
mg Gommissisners, ta repart daor

nee
ng

F the winter tollowing ;
Famd n 1564 revenacted the same lav, with additional prowvi-
siens Under these laws, Hon, Stephien Allen, Saul Alley,
Wm. W, Foi, Cuarles Dusenberry and Berj. 31 Brown were
appoisted Comnussianers: the lnst named gentloman was
sonn sueceeded by Thomas T, WoedrniT.  These Commis-
smets brought dndusiry, honesty and jodzement to the
comsiderating of the important subiect commiited to their
chiaree,

They had the duty assizoed
porting a plan relating to supp'y

em of examioine and re-
) vz the City of New-York
x'.'lnl- a sufficient quantity o! pure and wholesome water,
m.h:l: the Electors of the City of New-York could approve
of disapprove. They called to their a1d Major D. B. Doug-
| 1ass, previously of the United States Corps ot E.‘nginccx:e-.
i H"} also engaged m'ther service John Martineau and
1 George W, Cartwright, Esgrs. as Engineers.

Stephen Allen and his asociates had the high and re-
| sponsivle duty of determining natonly the line of the Aque-
l daet, but of decidiog on all contlicting sarveys and sourees

which, previous to that time, hod been considered avail-
| able tor the suppiy of the City with water, as well asa va-
j riely of piojects tor introduciug the waler into the City—
i the Lh‘.\mugr of some of which may be judzed by the
[ one proposing to dom up the liodson River, atthe old
i State Prison in Greenwich, by which it was wisely conclu
1 ded, il the dam sicod, we should have an ample sapply of
|
|

fresl waler.

As o the merits of this plan, our predecessors consulted
| FREDERICK GRa¥p, E=q, the Superintendent of the Water

Works in Philadelphia, who disapproved of the snme. Rt
{llua' project ol damming the North River was met by
at feast ane copent areument, which v was thought would
he conelosive with the Legislature, It was, that the dam
| wonld stop the shad fiom visitig Albany.
| Auother plan propased fluating vesselsal a box form ; these
| were to be tawed up to Hodson, where, by opening valves,
tn he flled with fresh water and floated down, and Ly
steant pawer (o be elevated for use.

I'he Passate River ot the Falls and a bridge across Lhe
North River was another of the sources and plans by which
itwas prososed to supply the City with water. If our
Comeiissioners and City Councils bave sometimes pansed
in comtemplation of Tadaem Lridge, 1do not kmow what
they woulld have said of Cofler dams, piers and arches lor a
brit e over the Hudson.

Afterrejeeting a'l these plans and adopting the Croton as
| the source of supply, our predecessors bad other important
| questions t settle, Ought the Aqueduct o be of Mison
waork or of fean Pipes? Phe one carried with it of neces-
sity, @ regular grade, whiie the other admitted ol an unde-
{ating line. The most nhle nien up to the period we have
reterred (o, diflered oo tis poinl,  Experience, we think,
Lins shown that the plan of Masonry is the best. When the
sonry wits adopred, the question arose, Was it 10 b
en or awarehed or plank covered agqueduct?  Azain,

i
a1 oy
experience approved the arched and covered Aqueduct.

In these parteulars, as wellas inothers, the plan as re-
ported by Major Douglass, was approved by Stephen Al
[en aned biis nssocintes, and in their report, made to the Com-
mion Council, they speak of it as the reportof thal Engloeer.
For Majer Deugluss to have obtatned lor his plans the ap-
fen sound a hoard as our predecessors, Was cer-
h commendation, particulerly if it be remarked
that the plans of Mr. Martineau, the other Engineer em-
ployed, passed without note of npproval, excepl so far as
Mr. Martinean ndvocated the inverted Syphon for crossiug
the Harlem River, while diajor Douglass recommended the
Jaierly Bridge.

Facts bave shown that the Syphon sould have performed
its duty.

In February, 1553, STEMIEN ALLEN and his associates
reported the result of their labors (o the Common Council.
1t wns reqaired tn be approved by that body, and also hy
Lie Voters of the Ciy.

The sohject was fefsrred o a Joint Cosnmittee of the
tivn Boards, consi-tiag of John I Labagly, William Wnles,
arnell, Lambert Suydam, florace Holden and
Tohnsott, who reported in [avor of the plan.—
The sane was adopted by each Board: and at the spceeend-
ine Cliarter Blection in April, was approved by the peaple
by o vote of 17,550 Atlicasatives 1o 5,968 Negatives.

-.’\lujur PoucLass procecded with the plans oy Chiel En-
artil Dctober, 1856, when Jouy B. Jervis, Esq. was

probation o
tainly a hig

Willin

AU s
appainted in his plaze,

It an individual, officially unconnected with the first
Cliel Engineer of the Croton Aqueduct, micht be perimpit-
tedd 1o judze of his merits, it woulil be that he brought skill
and science in the Sarveys and in the lacation of the Rouote
aml deseription of Aquersct 1o be adopted.

Uis suceessor, Jons B, Jervis, has executed this magni-
scent work, and in reany respeets changed and altered the
pians, and v the performance of the duty which has fullen
to hiis share, particularly in the drafls of contracls, specifi
cntions and plans, has shown himself admirably calculated
{or the execution of Lhis great and stupendous undertaking.

In March, 1846, the work, by a revolation which politics
sometimes produce in e Sinte, so far s the duty of Commis-
soners wis concerned, passed [nto the hands ol Samue]
stevens, Joho D. Ward, Zebedee Ring, Swmuel R Childs
amd Benjaram Bird and the work is now, excepting the
high bridoe over the Harlem River, completed 5 and you
have il

It consists of,

Fiest, It consists of an artificial Reservoir, calied Lhe
Croten River Lake, 45 miles trom the Battery, the extreme
part of the Gity; s Loke is formed by an Liydraulic
sone-masonty dam, with (wo waste-weirs or aprons, for
the over Il af the wiater, one of 57 feet acd oneof 180 fect,
these being seperated by a sate honse. ‘T'he height of these
whele weirs is 53 feet abnye the wed ol the River ami 40 feet

above the low water level.

The Dam backs the vater five miles and mases a Lake of
an area of 400 acres, and of 2 capacity equal to 40 millions
o wallons.
| enters the Aguedoct, which is a stone
structure lined and arehied with brick.

“I'he tace of the tnterior of the Aqoeduct isat the hottom
an inverted arch, width 6 jeet 9 inches, beizht § feet 54
inclies, area 53 34-100 square feel,about large enongh for an
nginibus and foar to pass through. ‘The lise of the Aque-
duct being on a regular dechvily of 133 inches to the mile
down o the Harlem River, adistance of 33 miles, it kas a
Tine of taaeelling of 841 feet. being dxteen in number,
wietimes throuzh vardh and sometimes through solid rock ;
the decpest cat is 80 feer, and (ke least 25 feet. In West-
chester only, the Aguedoct crosses 23 sireams of water,
which are from 25 tn 33 feet below the top of the AquedocL

The rrade line of Aqeeduct across the Harlzm Riserl
23 feet above tide water and the top of the waler now

passs over Harlem River i one pipe of 5 inchbes, placed
on the rarthen dam made in the construction of the hich
bridze.

The hridee itself 1s now about one-third completed and
will be when finished one of the most stupendous works of
the kind inthe world. 4

The River Is 620 foet wide at water line, but the slope of
the rivier banks add an additiogal disinres of 230 feet, in all
1460 feet.

“The plan now in progress crosses the River with 8 arches
of & frst span atd on piers of 31 by-4 (eetat the base, rest-
ing on the bed of the river and 7 arches on pier on the laand
frow the edee of e waler op the 1wo banks of the River.

“The spring of one of the archesis 85 feet above she lowest
foundation pul doren—the top of the purapet will be 149
feet trom the lowest foandatisn. It s istended that the we-
ter siall pass uver this bridge i pipes to have it secure
against the possibility of danger. ]

{L'l'be itnemI;nmng‘wnjru at Clendening Valley beinga Bridge
over a valley of 1300 {eet in breadih, the greatest hight of the
Aqueduct is 59 [eel lrom.tse botlom of the valley—beautiful
archwaysare constrncled for tbree. sueels, 54 feet for the
earriageway and lenon each side for side-walks

Next in interest is the Reservoir at Eighty-sixth street,
which might well be called ibe Detainiog or Clarilying Re-
wrvoir. 1t has twa divistons, together thirly-lwo acres—
greaest depth ol water taeity-G5e feet, containing oue
hundred and fiity millioas of gallons. T wo licesof thitty-
sjx inch pipes conuect this with the Reservo'r at Fortieth-
ich has alsn two divisions forming together an
: { water_when filled thirty-six
a half milesto the Battery.
anificial lake,

gulateil before it

«reet, wh v
area u[ [gor actes—depln o
{wet. From this point four and
Whole length of line frum the Batery o \he

|

filty miles. There are in this creat work 55 #0000 of bricks
and 700,000 cobic yards of Soue masonry. |
The water in the Aqeeduct is regulated agibe enirance

| zate so as not to flow under any pressure—it has pot been

been pormitted 1o flow in the division pear the City ata
sreater depth than twn feet, bat the works at Crotion
dam requiced a few days back that mere water

| threugh the first division (ibe sistance between Sing Sz

and the Crowon River) being ¢ and iU was fouxt
Lo pass seveniy-five milliops New-York gallons in 2 bours,
and that its velecity was ouer twn miles pee hoar,

The Crton Lake npow retas, bexond e
SUPPLY, in reserve, five buncred mibiiongs OF
stnall expense would add athe = innpense antificin? takes o
inld back an additionnl sappiv. hot the necessity of this s
hardiy conceiveable. It is estimated  that the London
sapply from all ther compamies is but twenty-tour mithons
of gallons and Faris four miliions only,

The quoality of the water s of a 'pu;;- and trausparcit
character, and bas been {ogod alovad
heverage to thousamls ot wdivilaais whp have
water. It is only remarkable that it has heen =0
appmved,

We of New-York have themsfore sow got the
sideratum, an shundant supply of puce amd wholesone wi-
ter, 0 be sure at a great cost—nine  tillions of dobiars, exs
clauve of the Mamn and Distnibuting Pipes throughout tue
City, (now laid to the extent ol 150 mules,) exclusive of the
interest accemulating on the cost, bemz o ail teelve mil-
liope ol dollars. 2

Weil, whatot that! does it notbelong (o the systen which
Eternal Wisdom has inflicted on the world /—that the great-
est blessinzs can only be procared at the greatest cost aad
sacnfices?

What ix this water to do tor us? It 15 10 protect sur ¢ty
from the awful conflagrations to which it was subirct,  We
now pay in premians One Million of Dollars annualiy to e
sure abaut half tie value of our buildings, poods amd chat-
tels, tor we are onr own underwriters o the extent ol Une
Million more of premiums—bers are Two Millines o pre
anuAs paid or misks ineurred. 10 the Croton Works give
bt half security, you suve more than will pay th= whole
interest of the cost.  Retlect, gentiemen, on the amount of
property consumed in the city, and then cousider 1 we can
not afford to give twelve millions tor security. ntwo days
of December, 1835, our citizens had consomed hy fire twen-
ty nultions ol Jollars, principaliy in warehog:=¢s aod e
chandize.

Afthe Twenty Millions of property destroyed had con-
sisted of dwelling hovses, it wourd have turoed 100000 of
=2ur cilizens into the Streets,

I do not state an impossibile case.

e bea ‘-.‘:-m'.\l'h

useed the

renerally

great =

[ state an eveql hizhly
probable to have bappened, tor Londou—o city it ot
l#ss wooden materials—had at one tire, in 1665, 13290 bou-cs
barnt, which eccupied 456 acres, and embraced 400 streats,
36 churches, and a variety of magoiticent boildings. Tl
destruction amounted in value to Fitty Millions or Dolties,
The extensive fire at Hambiugh during the past vear, and
the constani occurrence ol fives throug hout our county, show
the danger we were ln.

Does any tndividual sull say that we eannot atfd o pay
S0 mur‘h_fl: this great work has cost? 1 assert that security
against such awiul enlamities capuot be o dently  bought,
il itis buught at the lowest possible price.

It must be had it possible in every comununity, and the
man who grudges oney (o save the city from destruction
can be only one who wants no security but for Stocks, and
Dividends, and Bonds, and Mortgages, and into whose
thoughts the welfare and happiness of his fellaw beings
never enter.

But does waler cost <o mach”  London, in 1834, wasaup-
plisd with 34,000,000 of zallons, aod puid for it annnally
21,980,000, Paris is supplied with 2 quarts psr day 1o each
individual, at an expense of £330, 000 per annuw.. The Cro-
ton would fornish 5 hogshends noday to each of our popula-
tinn, at hulSlif*r,llwl per anpnuni.

After all, we have tollowed but at a respectable distanee
ancient Rome, with ber nive agqueducts, sone @1 whic I
were longer than the Croton Aquedact, wnd tozether wore
capable of supplyiog 250,000,000 of gelions per day. oy
listary does not enabile us 10 say iCall of them were i ope.
ration at one tiwe; nor do we Konow all the parpases 1o
wlhich it was applied. The wrigation et the land wia a0
doubt among its most exteasive uses. Nor do we learn
whether these aqueducts supplied ane milhioa or four nli-
linns ot inhabitants, so widely do the aceouuts ol the popu-
lation of ancient Rowmie difer.

‘T'he works of Rome were built by soldiers and by slives,
Ours was voted (or by freemen, was coustiucied by
frewmen; and we mnke the aspiration that i al ages o
Come icmay biess (reemen, and frecmen only !

But we pass to another branch ot our subject: Ui the
value ol the water lor domestic purposes. Ly (he alingst
mysterious propecty off water, the Croton, withoul stean
power, ammal or buman labor, descends oo tie cellar, and
ngaia movms into the warret ol the loltiest house, even op
no the capola ot the City Hall,  The lurning of a cock 11
the tubs and cullnary vessels of e Kitchen in a moment,
and, almost as soon, the fifty- bogshead boilers of & sieaps
bhoat. an_ the saving i human Ume and labor in the per-
formance of these eperatiengis inealcalable.  The weizht
of e daily water is equal 10 230000 tons, and it goes, 1eeil,
precisely where you wint i, Frovidence Las siven to wa-
tar this indeseribiable property, that by riversaml steeains it
dows throughoat the globe v sustain every living thiod.
While fooid has o be garried or tran=poried, waler of ilsell
moves and travels for the beucefit of all creation, The Dedty,
not eontent witli giving it this properiy, evaporates and
draws it o the skies, that it may again condense and dis
wibute itself o the leaves and follage of the whele vegeta.
hle kingdom,

The healthfulness of all waler is i proportion to an al-
sence of all miseral substances, or, in other words, in pro-
portion to its purity. Mineral and other substances in wa-
ter iuay act beneficially some times, a5 a medicine, but as a
constant beverage no water is good but "pure water; and
the Croton is so perfiectly pure that it is even apprebended
itnay have an infuence on ~fead, which the mineral aud
other impurities 1 common witer has a lendeney o pre-
venL

Numeroos analyses, 1oo, have shown the water (o he re-
markably pure, even before it passed through [our setthing
and clarifylug deparunents of the Reservoirs.

We leave the farther consideration of Lhe security, peca-
niary and practical advantages of this great work, and pass
w make one remark ou its moral results

Filth and crime, cleanliness and virtue, are pear Kins
livlks ; the more means and conveniences for cleanliness thal
are furnished vur population, the more industrious an L vir-
twous they will be. The more good water that is conve-
miently supplied, the mare temperate will he our peaple, be-
cause we shall now no longer aford the poor apology for
mizing brandy and rem with water—that of makog 2
drinkable - and we may hope the Temperance Caose, with
pare Croton water, and a Croton baoner floating 0 thie
breeze, will, oo the present s¥stea, 5o successtully carry on
the warfare inall futare tines as o make it impossibie tor
them to find subjects to 61l up that partof their corps which
now consists of reformed drunkards.

To the Firemenof the City of New-York, who have,
witheat pay, performed more arduous duty than properly
falls to the share of any of eur free citizens, we say, Ll the
Croton Water Works were made emphaticaliy for them;
{or, thongh cther advantoges bave been given as reasons for
its con truction, yet none had so powerfol and contrlling
an influence as the universal allegation that the ¥irg De-
pariment, to enable them to prevent the destruction of the
City by fire, most have a tull and ample supply of water.

Firemen, you bave naw get it, and Ithink Lhear yousay—
“ With the Croton Water for Fires and for Fire-seN—ae
rmear the meful Conflagration of 1335 shall newwer he Te-
peated !

Excuse me (elinw erezens for adveruny o ooe fact, that
inall the expenditures wkich bave been made by your
szents for this great work, the acconats of which have been
regularly settled—it is not known or believed that one dol-
lar of yoor mouey bas been lost or dishonestly applieid

In hunding over o you Mr. President of the Grotm: équ.e-
et Board end your Asswociates the Agents of the Corpora-
tion of the City of New-York, the Croton Water angd the
Works on this Islani which have been compheted, 1 cannot
bot express my {all confidence that you and your asociales
will recomarend—and that the Corporation will adopt surh
principles and arrangements, 1o relerence o Ihis water,
which while it will be made (0 furnish a large proportion
of the interest on the debt—will neveribeless in som« mea:
sure supply the inestimable benefits which should flow irom
thisample supply of *Pure and wholesome water"” {0 out
whele commugity. In fine, that you willbe jusito the Rich
and liberal to the Poor. A |

To which the following is the reply of Hon.
Joux L. Lawresce, President of the New Béard:

Reply of Jir, Lawrence.
Mr. President and Gentlemen
of the Board of Water Commissioners : i

1n receiving, with my asociates of the Crutun Aqueduct
Board, the custedy of the-work committed to us, [ take the
pecasion 1o convey te yoa the thanks of of your fellow citi-
z=as for the z2al, perseverance and fidelity with which your
Jduty has beea performed, and to conzratalate yoo on the

sirtual completion of the work entrasted to you and your

preds cessors in office.  Of the manner in which botb have
discharged their respective tasks, the resplts we (s day
celebrate speak'in most emiphatic praise, Tha sciece and
skill of your able Engineers, have ezcluded all erjors of

combivatien and coastmetion, nad met the highest expecta-
tions of :he_‘i‘nhl:a. Inmechanical execntion, the work ap-
pears to defy e test of scruling as compleiely as we trust
it is destived (0 resist the assanlts of Time. " Contrary te
fr__:fl't;:ﬂ:j :‘1;::__}' o :f‘e suhiset, ity efficiency in deliv-

o » largely exceeds the mathematical estinzate.
L e N i
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4 “ S ALY 2 links of patural or
practicable. commurication with ndjaceut sater Staies,
:n'.thlihe rich l'!'rrit.-lr}' _nl' sur own _5(.3‘.0. std with the
Bounlesss and fertile regiops of the West; conpected by a
sbort and uuf_nlermp:ml passage wilh the ocean; the ;\;;h‘
way [(roa foreigo ¢hmes gml from the cxteoslve sea.
boarid of our confederate States: and possessing, wiuhin
easy reach, almost every pecessary tor Cconstruction and sap-
ply—our positien combined natural advantages 1o a large
cemmunity, devoled 1o the prosecation of Cemuerce and
the Arts, unsurpassedd by those of any other spot on the
(lobe. 1o the list of these endowments, one essential only
appeared to de absent, that of pure and wholesame Water
—an clement indispensable 1o the wants, comiorts and bosi-
ness of & crowded popalation. was foard within oor limits
i nadequate quantity : and at cach onwanl stride of our
sy, even this stnted allowance decreased in paiity, as
well as iy measure, ontitit had become obr reproach. A
sptficient and permanent suppy was o be loand only al &
sreat distance, as i (o west whether e Ziiks s bountifully
hestowed gpon G, coukl iycite us ta repair the single defi.
To accomplish 1lis objeet, it was pecessary that
“ts should be overcome; that eapas
clons and enduring chanvels of covervd Imasoney shouk! be
sonsstracted, rivaling in extenl and magnitude the boasted

Cirncy.

rmutable phvsical ohie

aqueducts oF antiquity, amd castmyr into shade any Kipdred
works of modern timws; amd that, for these  purposes, an
expendituce shoulif be incurred exeerding that which was
encoutitered by ocr State when she united the Hudson with
the Lahes. Anl these momemtogs objects were 1o be ef-
ccted, not through the resouices il co-0peralion of an «u-
tire People, but by the ereddit and enterprise o 4 st ie
iy —which though destioed, as we caunot doubt, eventu-
ally o equal i popuiatonamd wealih the proudest capials
of the civtlized world, was o be impelied o the vast efdort
while yet in the infancy only of her youth and streagti.

It iswith feelings of pride and joy we this day realiee that
our hopes are accomplished. "The obstacles bave disap-
peared. The il has Leew leveled or pierced —the stremm
anit the valley bave been overleaped—the roek bas been
smnten,  Nature yiekling 1o human industry, perseverance
and skill, no longer withhoids the boon she had before de-
wied us A river whose pure waters are gathered {rom the
monntain range ; arcested and diverted in i course—atier
pouneg its tribute throagh a permanent and spacious arch-
way of more than oty miles, at length reacties cur mag-
ntlicent Weservows, irom whenee il s conducted by subter-
ranean conduits extending (Fve Bundred and thirty addi-
tronal mles, throughout the greatest portioa of our Cuy.
I'he necessary additions—comparatively not large, are now
{0 rapid progress, which will diffuse the salutary earrent
(robgh every remiaining netery and vein of ourwetropoiis ;
exeitine new and healthtul polsattuns i ber systear, aml
spreading comfort, activity and vigor throughiout her entire
irame.

Of the valual'e consequences which will be derived from
this work some will not be developed until aller sugcessive
years, The hitde experience already had poiits (o saoy
waetul results which ¢ not be toreseen.  Among immedis
ate and palpable Denefits ave 13 inflzences on domestic coo-
vealenes aml comfort;: the promolion ot sobocty amd per-
wpnl cleanliness; the purification of our steeets e cunse
quent tnerease of publie health; the tacilities it will extend
o nrechanic aed manufactaring industey ; e vast ineredse
ol steam power among us to be empoyed i the arts; the
supply o our marmers of a necessary element which will
rennin comparatively unatfected by chavge ol climate ; and
pre-eminently, the security it will afford agamnst the dam-
ages ol conflagration. Ench neighborhoed, uniting its -
habitants for purposes of mutual safety. may prevmatly ar-
cest the ravages of fice 1 its varly stages; and i such o=
Liations be nomeronsly formed, extensive fires newd rarely
ovenr. Large as we may deem the espense of this vast
structure, we cnnnot but consider itas cheaply purchased
when we reflect that the calamity of a night, occurring
when we were without the protection now atlorded, in-
volved o destruction of property ol twiee the vosl,

T'lie bistory, Mr. President, which vou fave this day give
e, 0F the rise nud progress o) this widevtaking, forms i
(ust tribute to numerous citizens who assisted in is ongin
el consammation. 1 is a characteristic ot this work, that
Wi eredit attached to it belongs pre-emineotly 10 no indivi-

[al, but isdiffased, thoogh inunequal degree, throughout
i exlensive cirele.  Fortunately, the ficld of eommendie
+ that each may reap his deserved harvist
ithout infriaging the rights of bis peighbor Our thanks
i remembricces are due 1o all, whose exertionss inibe
Lersrisbiature of the State, in our Municipal Councils, in the
various comint-sions of exploration, ol survey, ol estimates,
superintendence and constiaction, contributed t this great
aclieveent. Nor can [ pass over the muniticence and public
spirit which have bLeen displayed by the whole budy o
our fellow-citizeas,  An overwhelming popular vole sanc-
Lonid the undertaking, approved of the ways and lseaus,
andordered itscommencement, Althugghisome few belleved
iat caution and even pradence demanded a postpouencut
o the effort, yet, once resolved upon, all cheerfully yielded
Mielr acquiescence and eo-operatio.. Amild the unparal-
teted (hitficulties amd discouragements which have it kel
e Limes sisee it was begnn, uo besitation has impeded [t
progress, but its march las brea onward, steadily, perse-
wveringly, suceess(ully, 1o lts completion. Sensible of the
Lonoe coulerred by the constituted authorities of the city,
1o comuittlng o us the trust confided (o our haods, i will
e the effort of myself wud colleagues o employ every

power given o us, lor the protection anl advancement of
e treeat work now in our charge.  Long may that work
enidure! to Husteate the wisdum of its Jognders, @ rona-
sent of the enterprise and perseverance of our People, and
the source of lealth, safety amd happiness for successive naes

\Vith Nine Cheers the great throng then dis-
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persed ; and thus ended this magnificent Crotox

UELERRATION,

;‘- 1SS HANNA'S Female Seminary at
)4 Jamaiea, L. I. will re-open un the Istof Nov. 01241
E VENING SCHOOL, at No. 82 Riv-

ington-st. (near the Bowery.)—The suhscriber will
sommence his Evening School on” Manday Eveniog, {cio-
wer 47ih,  Pupils will be earefolly instructed in all the
yranches of English Literatare thut can be advautageously
attended Lo,

Classes in Writing and Book-Keeping wiil be inatructed
s heretofore, by the quarter, month, oc a series of lessoins.

'enns 10 suil the limes L

s19 lm* o\ THOMPSON, Principal.
S ARATOGA SPRINGS INSTITUTE.
E. K. BANGH, A. M. Principal.—"The Winter Terin

will beginon the st Monday in November.

This instiiution occupies a situation highly favorable t
the healily as well s meatal and woral improvement ol
nuth.

For terms, &e. apply to the Principal,
Saratoga Springs, Oct. 5, 1842, of enddw

1 r ' A

JREPARATORY SCHOOL at MID-

DLETOWN, Connecticut.—A Clussical and English
Bonrding-Sehool for yoang gentlemen.—Tle Winter Ses-
sinn wifl commence Nov, L3th and cootinue 22 werks,

"This School 1 well supplied with apparatas, both Philo-
~ophical and Ghemical, weluding a werlul Telescope ;
alsa, & cumiplete sel ot American aod Foreizo Outline Mapm,
a Library, &c. e Students are ahqmuuﬁfy prepared el
Ler for business or collegiste ipstitutions.

‘The Prineipais and Papils reside tgrether in one fan
Temporarily nccupyiuﬁ ihe place of parents, the Prineipals
feel @ correspomding ohligation 1o walh over Lhe aEanners,
moritls amil education of their Papils.  No student whoee
vxamiple is found Injurious, will be permitted to contings=
with us

The charze for Instroction, Board, ‘Washing, ordimary
Mending, Fuel, Lights, and Bedding, is $160 per annom—
cacli lerm in advance.

7 Circulars may'be ohtained of G. P. Dissawny, Esj.
No, 180 Pe.arl-aued,: or of }iha Rev. Henry Gliase, No. 194

D.

Cherry-street. HASE, A. 3. :
ot (AISDEW 8. CHABE, A. M. § Principals

ROFESSOR. BASSET'S Oral and

Analytical Systemof French.— Taught witboot books
Ly the aathor at his residence, 459 Broudway, ealrance Ist
dnor in Gropd-st. Those who wish o acquire the French
Language with easeasd fcility, will fisd thels new system
ok 1 bie sarpaseed h{ any tbat has ever Leen, lntrodoced.
I'he langoage b lang |.grammah-:nl!ym'!mut'ho»h. Thi
-peaking (s casily acquired by this oew nieils . and the pu-
pil figds (rom the firt lesson improvement mspeaking,
weiting and iranslating.  These who wish 1o join for the
evauing season the different evening classes, will ve plrased
s call to enter their pames. Terms payable quarterly iu
advance,

N B, Tle Professor can ouly Le seen before 9 A. M.

and after 7 PO M. ___M Tawbw TTokS

ORT CHESTER INSTITUTE, an
Enghish aned Classical Boarding School (or Yovug Gea-
{emen, Port Chester, Wesichester county, N. Y.—The
Winter Session of this Jostitotion will commence on the 2nd
f November and continue 22 weeks. Fxpenses §74 per Scs-
«ion. No extra charges except for Draning. ;

Catalogues, conialning references and ather informalion.

can be obtained at“the Methodist k Room, 200
Muaiherry-street; office of the Tribane, or at 14 Cedar-st —
The Prin;li‘tal may be cousulied on pa after the 11th unvl
the 20th Jat 10} East Broadway, ﬁrn:tdllhe prgm{!ﬂi-
r a0y genlleman who may ca rave -
Sepecofany s D BOW, A, B., Principal,
012 iw¥ . 4. M.DOW, -

& RS. A, E. RUSSELL informs

4

Tamily.

informs her
3 i
triepds and former patroas ihat she is now prepares
i receive pupilsal her residence, 6§ Literty-stree t,mwtmr m::
eirealars also maybe oblained. mmmm
o the i entlemen :— ;
Darif?u;l};w Yltuguse;. M. D, No. a1 Howard-strent.

sars Disosway ers, 190 Pearl-steeet.
e W, & BioT Codar-street s
. Frapeis Hail, gmoéec::immll Advertiser,

3. Charlch w;ll,:: private instruction o Ladiesio |
- of ulls'cedle ._;;«xk. sptl-r.u_'m-m D:
i - ¢ her residence. Persons desiroas o
i rmﬁd;e of the abave, will be tanght from 3
ontil 5 P. 3. Terms, 50 cenis per lesson. :

N. B. Several specimens are an entire pew work.
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